
Objectives
Students will…
• Learn and be able to recognize the

elements and principles of design
• Design a plan for a mobile
• Use a wide variety of art materials safely

and responsibly
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Cut
Standards
C 4.1 
Explore and discuss elements and principles of design.

C 4.6 
Use sketching to develop ideas for artwork.

C 4.8 
Explore the natural characteristics of materials and their possibilities  
and limitations.

D 4.5 
Learn basic language used in art.

H 4.1 
Show differences among colors, shapes, textures, and other qualities of  
objects in their artwork.

H 4.4 
Create three-dimensional forms with paper, clay, and other materials.

J 4.1 
Explore the purposes and functions of art.

L 4.6 
Understand that artists develop a personal style that reflects who they are.

Introduction
Mobiles are an excellent way to demonstrate the elements and 
principles of art and design. They are estimated to have been 
introduced in the 1930s by Alexander Calder, who created 
these beautiful hanging structures. This project can be a col-
laborative piece with students working in teams.

Instructions
1. Discuss mobiles and well-known mobile artist

Alexander Calder.
2. Go over the principles and elements of art

and design.
3. Have students sketch their designs and discuss if

their plans will convert to 3-D mobiles that will
be sturdy.

4. Then, have students create 3-D pieces for hang-
ing on their mobiles. They should cut three identi-
cal shapes and then color them using crayon, oil
pastels, colored pencils, or markers. They should
then fold each shape in half and glue the sides to
the other folded shapes. Have them put a piece
of embroidery floss in the middle for hanging on
the main structure. Set aside the 3-D sculptures.

5. Have them create the main structure by using
chenille stems. Make sure the structure is sturdy
and will hold the 3-D designs.

6. Then have them hang 3-D pieces on the
main frame.

7. Hang completed mobiles for display.

Glue
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Assemble

Create
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Materials list
• Crayola® Standard Wax Crayons, hinged-lid box

of 64 (9700790)
• Crayola® Oil Pastels, set of 28 (9716515)
• Crayola® Colored Pencils, set of 36 (9709316)
• Crayola® Ultra-Clean™ Washable Markers, Broad, set of 40,

(9739519)
• Crayola® Ultra-Clean™ Washable Markers, Fine Line, set of 40,

(9739520)
• Crayola® Construction Paper Crayons, set of 24 (NE20239)
• Nasco White All Media Drawing Paper, 500 sheets, 9" x 12",

50 lb. (9728251)
• Pacon® Tru-Ray® Color Wheel Assortment Construction Paper,

9" x 12" (NE20216)
• Crayola® Washable Glue Sticks, box of 12, 0.88 oz. (9716526)
• Crayola® No-Run Washable School Glue, 4 oz. (9714826)
• Chenille Stems, box of 1,000 (9703947)
• Embroidery Floss Jumbo Pack, 105 skeins (9727621)
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